Hijacking of apoptotic pathwaysby bacterial pathogens.
Increasing evidence indicates that apoptosis of the host cell may constitute a defense mechanism to confine the infection by bacterial pathogens. Certain pathogens have developed elegant mechanisms to modulate the fate of the host cell, which include induction or blockage of apoptosis. These studies will promote our understanding of the pathogenesis of infectious diseases and aid the development of means for therapeutic intervention.